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Dr. KENNET. 


eral A\ngyricks on a Man, who 
PREY} = by the latter part of 
©) his Lite and Ad ions, been 
i e conſtant Satire on the 
Sag} tormer, cannot be expected; 
2 nor are theſe Pieces now 
ſent forth with any deſign of ſhewing 
how compleat a Maſter in the Art of 
Oratory the Author is, how accurate a 
Tranſlator of the high flown Pliny, or 
how juſt a Poet. But only that the World 
may have ſomething to compare with his 
late extraordinary Pieces, by which he 
ſeems to bully, not argue, his Unfortunate 


Antagoniſts into Reaſon : This great and 
ambitious Man, ſeems not to delign their 
Convict ion; but the extirpation of their Per- 
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(2) 
ſons; of thoſe Perſons, I mean, whom he 


once had a better Opinion of, and whom, 
in many things, and thoſe of no mean 


Confequence, he then agreed with: 1 


could appeal to many honeſt Gentlemen 
now living, who could tell us of the great 
Loyalty of him at Edmund Hall in Oxford, 
at eAmbroſden, and other parts, where his 
Name was well known for different Prin- 
ciples from what he has lately taken up. 
Undoubted Teſtimonies might be brought 
of the intimate Friendihip between him 
and a Right Reverend ; whom he now 
terms pretended Prelate of the true Church 
of England; how high Complements (tho? 


none were Superior to his worth) he paid 


him on the Chri/#ian Prieſi hood, That he 
had done the Church the greateſt Service 
imaginable. That his eArguments were 
unanſwerable,hisConvittion clear; &c. and, 
even this, at a time when he was entrin 

the Liſts againſt that Piece, he ſeem'd fo 
tond of. But the good Father knew him 
well, and gave him, and his fulſom Let- 
ters, the deſerv'd Regard, by expoſing 
them to the World, which would never 
have been done, had not the Author's 
baſenets demanded ſuch a piece of Juſtice. 
By ſuch fulſome Flatreries, as the following 
Pieces of the Editor, and others of his Or- 
der, was ſeduc'd that untortunate Prince to 
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thoſe meaſures, which drove him into a 
ſecond Exile. He was firſt almoſt Deified, 
made Abſolute, not to be Controuled; and 
at laſt, upon ſome warm Proceedings, not 
altogether juſtifiable, forced to find all 
thoſe mighty Profeſſions of Unlimited O- 
bedience, not ſo fincere as his Goodneſs 
inclined him to believe they were. Un- 
happy Prince! how did thy too great Cre- 
dulity ſuffer ſuch Wrerches to 4mpoſe on 
thee, & lead thee into irreparable Miſtakes ? 
How were the Notions of Unlimited, and 
a Diſpenſing Power, and Paſſive Obedience, 
by Court Flatterers and Divines ( ſince tur- 
ned againſt thee) then charged upon the 
Conſciences of all, and a Reſiſtance of Thee 
in all Circumſtances pronounced damna- 
ble: In theſe Caſes I ſhall neither pretend 
to determine in the Negative or Poſitive, 
but obſerve, that ſeveral,, who were then 
the loudeſt for them, ſooneſt declaimed 
againſt them, hen a proper Seaſon offered. 

One Perſon, ſince gone to his Place, has 
indeed, the Aſſurance ſince, though he 
wanted the Courage then, as to ſay he 
forewarned his Prince of the unhappy 
Conſequences of thoſe Meafures he was 
then ingaged in; by telling him, that a 
diſtinction would, if e Frag be ſoon 


found to ſolve the difficulties that atten- 
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(4) | 
ded the Doctrines of Non-refiſtance ; So 
well prepared for all Times and Seaſons 
were theſe High Church Men. How 
much more unhappy therefore are Prin- 
.ces, who cannot, hke other Men, truſt the 
Oaths, Promiſes, Addreſſes, or moſt ſo- 
lemn Profeſſions of their Subjects, who, 
when a -proper time ſerves, at once re- 
leaſe themſelves of all, without the leaſt 
ſcruple or doubt. "Theſe, and ſuch like 
Dottrines , our "Tranſlator once adhe- 
red. too, when he called them the G 
Old Dottrines of the Church of England, 
when he was adiligent Inquirer after Truth, 
and had ingaged him ſelf i that Party, where 
che ſays, (a) Decemb. 8. 17110 it is ſeldom 
to be found. In this unhappy Party was 
our Doctor, when he wrote his Burcheſter 
Letter and Oxford Sermon. King James 
being diſpoſſeſſed, and even dead, his Me- 
mory mult be loaded with unreafonable 
Obloquies, and the impartial Hiſtorian 
be hired to abuſe him and his whole Fa- 
mily. But why do I beſtow the Name 
of Hiſtorian on one, who has only cor- 
rupted and ſtole from the Publick Papers, 


an indigeſted Rhapſody of Falſehoods and 


Inconſiſtencies: How thick he daubs his 
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(a) Vide A Letter prefix'd to the 7th Volume of Leland's 
Itinerary, Lond, 1711, 8 vo, pag. 155 16. 
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(5) E 
Heroes, how baſely he abuſes the beſt Men 
of the Nation, 'will, I doubt not, be am- 
ply proved from {ome able Pen, when 
the Times are fit to bear ſuch Truths. 
Some Paſſages have been examined by 
a Noble Peer, now gone, other Parts are 
now in Hand, and will be communica- 
ted to the Publick at a proper Opportu- 
nity; This doughty Romance, I know, 
has been diſowned, but the Editor ma 
call to mind, that the Proofs are now ſo 
flagrant, as not to admit of a Diſpute, 
but from one of a Corinthian Front; the 


Price paid, tlie Time when, and the Place 


where, may hereafter appear in as Pub- 
lick a manner, as the Author has denied 
it in; and for fear of the Death of living 
Teſtimonies, Depoſitions are taken, u 

Oath, concerning this Scandalous Affair 
But I ſhall wave any more on this Sub- 
ject, and take Notice, that this was pre- 
ſerved by a former Acquaintance of his, 
whom he now ſcarce deigns to look on; 
and was thought proper to give the World, 
as a Specimen of Keunet the *Battlers 
Loyalty. I cannot fay he has met with 
the Preferments expected, tho? the Goſ- 
pel has been proſtitured, and Lewdneſs 
panegyrized to ſo good an end : Whatever 
he may Dream of, it is to be hoped, 
England, and the Powers in being, will 


never 
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never ſet a Miter on fo worthleſs, falſe, 
and inconſtant a Head. In the late Reign 
with how ſenſible a regret his preſent 
ambition was fatisfied by the moſt excel- 
lent Princeſs, then on the Throne, is too 
well known, to admit of a denial. Liber- 
tiniſm was not arrived at that height, as 
to expect Conſecration from one; who calls 
himſelf a Prieſt : I have a better opinion 
of the preſent Government than to fear 
the conferring on any favours or more di- 
vine Powers on one, whom they, no more 
than the reſt of Mankind can truſt. 
I have nothing more to add, but to 
oblige the Publick with the follow ing 
Specimens of this Gentleman's untainted 
Loyalty What follows is a Preface ich 

e wrote to his Tranſlation of Plzzy's Pane- 
gyrick, Publiſh'd under the following Title, 
5 eAddreſs of Thanks to à Good Prince, 

refented in the Panegyrick of PLiNY 
upon TrxAajan the beſt of Roman Emper- 


gur. Lond. 1686, 8% Dedicated. to Sir 


William Glynne of eAmerſden in the Coun- 
ty of Oxford Baronet, his Highly Ho- 
noured Patron. 


© CHINCE it is an impulſe of Nature to 
celebrate that goodneſs by which 
are influenc'd, and an univerſal in- 


© we 
« ſtinct diſpoſes to extol our Benetattours ; 
| | 6 {ince 
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ſince too, the infinite obligations of pro- 
vidence, have now made ſubject ion our 
happineſs, as much as Religion has al- 
ways aſſign'd it our duty, and we have 
a Monarch ſo indulgent, that our only 
yoke is a preſſure of inability to raiſe him 
a deferved commendation : It is obvious 
to reflect in this gratulatory Speech of 


Pliny, and to conclude that nothing 


ly up for an application to our own times. 
For ſure a gratitude for the comforts of 
an eaſie Government, and a recogniſance 
of the merits of a gracious Prince were 
never more requiſite, never more oppor- 
tune. * And would our Supreme Maſter 
be as patient to a juſt Harangue, as he 
once was to the moſt infolent Libels : 
Would he put up a ſeeming compliment 
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© with as much of unconcern, as he oft 
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N. B. It is worth while to take notice that 
theſe Complements, (for by the conſequences we 
find they were no more) were wrote aſte r King 
June had diſpenſed, by the advice of ſome about 

im, with the Teſt, and granted an Indulgence to 
the Sectaries of all kinds, who well rewarded him 
for it, and were the firſt, that roſe againſt him: 
The Affair of Monmouth in the Weſt, gave him a 
ſufficient taſte of their Affection for him, which 
he generouſly, and too uncautiouſly not only for- 
gave and forgot, but eaſed them of the Penalties 
of thoſe Laws, which hung over their Heads, and 
might juſtly have been exacted from them. 
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diſpens'd with the moſt ſubſtantial 
affronts: No queſtion but ſomewhat 
of this nature had been attempted. But 
we live ſo pure from a compulſion of 
inventing {hams for flattery, that we 
mult ſtifle ſome truths for tear of their 
being thought fo. And a ſilence on this 
Subject, where there be ſo many temp- 
tations to be eloquent, can upon that 
caution only be accounted for. -Howe- 
ver what we dare not imitate, we may 
at leaſt rehearſe: And may apply a 
Tranſlation, where we mult venture at a 
like Original. 3 
The occaſion of this Dutiful Addreſs 
was a motion of the Roman Parliament 
that there {hould be ſome ſolemn preſent- 
ment of their thanks to the Emperour 
for his moſt Excellent manage of Affairs. 
This Form of their Allegiance they aſſign 
to be drawa up, and in publick delivered 
by their moſt Honourable Member, the 
Conſul Pliny. He accepts the Province, 
and in à full Houſe, the Emperour Him- 
ſelf being preſent, makes an elaborate 
Speech, and at the expence of three 
days in recital, ſets it off with an ad- 
mir'd elocution. This fluent drauglit he 
afterward on more compoſed thoughts 
review*d, corrected and enlarg'd, giving 
it upto a more ſpreading PCN 

| | that 
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that model, we have it now conveyed to 
us. The intent of it he allures us, was 
was firſt a deſerved commendation of the 
om Trajan, and then the offer of a 

ind of winning Lecture to future Prin- 
ces, (not by way of aſſertory inſtructi- 
ons, which he was ſenſible would have 
look*d faucy and pedantick) by recom- 


mending the belt of Precedents to inſin- 


uate upon their imitation, icli had a 
more taking ſemblance of modeſty, and 
promiſed a ſtronger influence. 

* The Style of it in the primitive Latin 
(except in ſome more obſcured paſlages, 
which in all likelyhood the tranſmiſſion 
only has corrupted) 15 1ncomparably 
correct and elegant, and ſo aptly gar- 


niſhed with unaffected figures, + one of 


our beſt Inſtructors for Oratory illuſtrates 
and exemplifies molt of his ornamental 
Tropes by inſtances drawn from this ſin- 
gle Tract. In his method of deſcant he 
husbands cach particular circumſtance to 
the moſt complete advantage, and gent- 
ly ſtrains moſt of his occaſional hints be- 
yond their natural tendance, Which, 
though an uncomely excreſcence in ſa- 
miliar narration, is a confelt embelliſh- 
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f © Inſtructions concerning the Art of Oratory. 
Oxford 1682. 8? Second Edit. Sect. 3. Pp. 9. 
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ment to a more free diſcourſe. Our cha- 
rity has motives to believe that his in- 
ducement hereunto was no jolly heat or 
rant oi Loyalty, but a generous releaſe- 
ment of his very thoughts, a handſome 
Exercitation upon what matter of fact 
preſcrib*d,and every honeſt tongue could 
treely vouch. Yet ſome ſtrokes are ſo 
flouriſhing, that ſhould they be tranſ- 
ferr'd to a more juſtifying occalion, a 
ditaflected moroſeneſs would cenſure 
them for thick and luſcious daubing. 

© It is certain both the Subject and Lan- 
* guage have been ſo well approved, that 
its confinement in the Roman dialect 
Vas long ſince envied, and a diſcovery 
to the Engliſh Reader made by the moſt 
* ingenious Sir Robert Stapylton* * whoſe 
© aſhes can reſent it as no affront, that we 
© caſt by his decent dreſs, and reinveſt it 
* (as preſumed) in a more modiſh garb. 
© That learned Gentleman was a Critick 
* at Tranſlating, as the humour then pre- 
* vailed, which was a religious adherence 
* to the turn of each original period, and 
© a preterring the integrity of being cloſe 
© and exact before the tempting regards 
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© of a {moother cadence. But I think the 


* mealures of Rendring are by a practiſed 
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Oxford. 4 1644. 


con- 


En 
conſent ſince altered, and allowance 
is given as well for inſertions to con- 
nect, where the ſenſe would be other- 
wiſe abrupt or incoherent ; as tor omil- 
ſions to exclude what, though copious in 
one Tongue, would be redundant in 
another. A reſpect to the obſervance of 
theſe rules may juſtify this new attempt : 
For with nothing of reflection on that 
Honourable Perſon we may modeſtly 
enough affirm, that he contorms ſo de- 
voutly to the ſame phraſe, dev iates ſo 
little from the ſame dimenſions of each 
ſentence and expreſſion, that he is ſome- 
time diffuſe and copious, where it would 
better diſpence with the ſmartneſs of 
being more acute; and is at other times 
blunt and conciſe, where the memory 
by ſtrugling to recollect the obſcured 
ſenſe would rather have it more expreſs 
and intelligible. But farther, fince that 
too accurate and preciſe performance, the 
Latin Copy by the emendations of the 
Sheldonian Preſs is vindicated from fo 
many abruptions and entangling chaſms, 
that it is far more fluent and eaſie, than 
any of the correcteſt Impreſſions could 
ever before abſolve it. And therefore if 
ſome paſſages in the Original were harſh 
and corrupt, it was more exculable, 
though not more pleaſing, that the 

C. 2: tranſ- 
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(12) 
tranſcript in thoſeſeveral fractures ſhould 
be more rough and ambiguous. Add 
to this, the range and diſpoſure of the 
former was one undivided continuance 
of delivery without any intermitting 
partitions, whereas here in compliance 
with the Oxford Edition (whuch did not 
firſt ſtart the invention, but borrow'd 
the contrivance from * Jacobus de la 
'Baune) there be interpoſed at each con- 
venient diſtance ſuch numerary Sections, 
which render the matter more methodi- 
cal, and greatfully relieve the patience of 


the Reader. 


Ihe affinity of this Subject with the 
happy circumſtances of our own times 
ſecmed to invite a Parallel. And indeed 
there 15 no one vertue here aſcribed to a 
Roman Emperour, but what we can com- 
pletely match in a *Britih Monarch. 
Nay, the odds would be vaſtly ours : 
For in the experience of afflict ions, in 
the fortitude of ſufferance, in lenity; pru- 
dence and other Royal Ornaments, moſt 
ſignally in a Juſtice above Intereſt or 
Importunities, in a veracity beyond in- 
conſtancy or provocation, we want a 
Precedent of paſt ages, and can dare 
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* © In his Edit. of Pauegyrici veteres, Illuſtrat- 
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( 13) 

the longeſt Poſterity to produce and offer 
a Compariſon. So that an endeavour of 
making the Parallel run exact would be 
an injury to him, who 1s propoſed to 
complete it. For to beſtow on him all 
the Elogzes that are here aſſigned, would 
ſcarcely fill up one half of his Character: 
And {hould we purſue a rehcarſal of 
whatever might be fairly imputed, the 
deſign would be ſuſpected not to rival 
but outvie, not to equal, but excel : 
Which though a juſtice on the one part, 
would be a ſceming derogation on the 
other. It is therefore thought more con- 
venient to refer the task of comparing 
for an exerciſe of recollection to the 

Reader. | 
And J challenge the moſt unthinking 
to light upon any one commendahle qua- 
lity here Recorded of a Foreinn Hero, 
but what he Jhall immediately pro- 
nounce copied and ſurpaſt by our Native 
Mo arch. A Monarch who by ſubmiſſi- 
on while a Subject, taught others to 
obey, and himſelf to command. W hoſe 
Patience, Generoſity and Courage were 
never more the envy of the Factious, 
than the amazement of the Impartial, 
and the tranſport of the Loyal; whoſe 
Auſpicious entrance to a Throne, aſſures 
the happieſt progreſs, and merits the 
« longeſt 
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longeſt Eſtabliſhment on it. + A Mon- 
arch whoſe accompliſhments are in each 
reſpect ſo admirable, that they ſurmount 
flattery, and dehe the rankeſt malice. 
Whoſe Vertues are every way fo illu— 
ſtrious, that they dazle no leſs than en- 
lighten: And (what his piety abhors) 
they almoſt threaten to eclipſe the glories 
of his Royal Predeceſſor. 

© There js indeed one kind of vertue in 
Trajau which we care not ſhould be ho- 
noured with imitation, and that is his 
wheedling of the Mobile by ſeveral little 
leſs than ſneaking inſinuat ions, which be- 
tray a too violent ambition of being po- 
pular, and imply that he choſe rather to 
be a Fondling than a Maſter of his Sub- 
jects, which, however ſpecious and al- 
luring, taſtes of a low Soul, and un- 
hinges all Government, makes obedience 
and ſubmiſſion precarious, animates to 
claim as a debt whatever is in a good 
humour granted, and is in effect a re- 
ſignation of all Authority on the one 
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No doubt the trimming Doctor had this paſ- 
ſage in his view, when in his Faſt Sermon at Ald- 
gate pag. 21. he breaks forth into this expreſſion, 
ſo conſonant to his former words, We of yeſterday, 
remember that when an Arbitrary, Executive Power, 
was much more effect ually ſet up in a late Reign, It 
broke ſhort that Reign. 


© hand, 


0 
o 
0 
c 
o 
c 
ov 
0 
0 
5 
. 
0 
c 
0 
0 
[4 
— 
c 
c 
. 
* 
0 
— 
0 
0 


0 
& 
. 


"C202. 
hand, and a diſpenſation for reſiſtance 
on the other. A main ſpecimen of this 


 eaſineſs in Trajan is his fine Bravo * ar 


the delivery of a Sword to the Captain 


of his Guards, Take this, and if I Go- 


vern well, wſe it for me: But if ill, 
againſi me. This generous charge two 
Republican Commentators are ſo much 
affected with, that one + of them thinks 
it a conceſſion never enough to be com- 
mended ; and the other, || good man is 
angry with the dull Pliny tor being no 
more Rhetorical on fo inviting a Topick, 
that he ſhould give ſo {light a touch on 
an action, which, if {ct off to its due 
advantage, would alone ſuffice for a 
complete Panegyrick. That all com- 
miſſioned Officers ſhould draw their 
Swords in their Supream GeneraPs de- 
fence, if he would be honeſt and order- 
ly : Bur if imperious and abulive, ſhould 
brandiſh them to his Execution; ay! 
this was a piece of the Law of Nature, 
and always an inherent liberty of the 
Subject : But former Princes had been 
too ſhy and ſurly to own it, it was Tra- 
jan the Beſt, who would firſt make the 
conceſſion : Nay, paſs that into an 
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Gene. 1643. 4 p. 128. 


* © Gert. __ T © Johannes Maria Catanzus. 
| © Juſtus Lipſius Oæ- 


. 1662. 12? p. 196, 197. 
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avow'd command, which in its utmoſt. 
improvement before had been but a tacit 
allowance, This paſſage with other of 
like tendence were pertly cited, and ve- 
ry lovingly applied by that virulent 
Preacher in King James I his Reign, 
who borrow'd his Notions of ſubject ion 
from David Pareus, and fo brought on 
the Commentaries of that Author, the 
mockery of Martyrdom. And the Re- 
formed Brethren of Scotland, who were 
never much addicted to admire any 
thing that came from a Prince, were yet 
ſo mightily taken with this compliment 
of the. Emperor's, that in the minority 
of a late Prince they ſtamp'd on their 
Coin the Impreſs of a Sword with that 


Motto. It was a more gudely precept 


tor liberty than any their barren Goſpel 
would afford: And though it was a 


Heathen rant from one Prince to a parti- 


cular Subject, they would adopt it for 
an univerſal Chriſtian duty, and in fuch 
a caſe, devout Souls, for once they would 
obey for conſcience fake. Nay, there 


* © See Dr. Peter Heylyn's Cyprians Anglicus : 


© Or the Hiſtory of the life and death of William 


c 
4 
C. 
c 
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Laud, Arch. of Canterbury, &c. London 1674. 
in Fol. Part 1. I. 2. under the year 1622. p: 88, 
8g. Hiſtoria & Antiquitutes Univerſitatis Oxoni- 
0 ig. Oxon. 1674. fol. Iib. I. under the year 1622- 
P. 326, 327, &c. 


© has 
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has ſcarce been any one peſtilent Libe} 


« teemed to promote Anarchy and juſtity 


© * Rebellion, but what has gloried in 
this Quotation and built upon it the 
* conſequence of an Arbitrary Submithon, 
not longer to be prattiled than while 
© no Oppreſſions or Grievances could be 
© plautibly, or indeed poſſibly complained 
© of. Yet it mult be confeſt that + lear- 


* © Steph. Junii Bruti Vindicie contra Tyran- 
nos, Cc. Urſellis, 1600. 12 quæſt. 3. p. 158. 
Anonymous Treatiſe De jure Magiſtratuum in 
Subditos, &c. p. 217. annext wſually to the for- 
mer; both which very ſeandulotis and pernicious 
© pieces have been almoſt generally reputed to have 
© been penned by Theod. Ben; although ſome, 1 
© know, have fathered the latter on his Comraae 
© Francis Hottoman, the great Civilian, Grot. De 
© jure belli ac pacis, &c. I. 1. c. 4.5. 6. Johannis 
© Miltoni pro Populo Anglicano defenſio, Cc. 
Lon.“ 1651. 12? p. 176, 177. with many others. 
Joannis Adami Oftandri Jus belli ac pacis 
Hl. Grotii illuſtratum Tubingæ, 1671. 8? ad J. J. 
c. 4. Theſ. 6. Obſervatio, p. 552. Sam. Bocharti 
© Epiſtola Domino Morley adjeta Geogr. Sa- 
© crx, Cc. Francof. 1674. 4* p. 54. Dr. Will. 
© Falkner's Chriſtian Loyalty, Cc. Lond. 1679. 
© 8* b. 2. c. F. S. I. Para. 8. Dr. Gabriel Tower- 
© ſon's Explication oa the Decalog ue, & c. Lon. 1681. 
Fol. On the V. Com. Part 7. p. 259. Sir George 
© Mackenzie's Jus Reginm, Cc. Lond. 1684. 
© & p. 50. Dr. W. Sheriock's Ciſe of Reſiſt ancc, & c. 
C Lond. 1684. 8 c. 5. p. 171, 172. Beſides Dr. 
William Rowel, who barcly mentions it; Inſti— 
© tation of General Hijtory, Gg. Lon. 1680. Fol. 
© Second Edit. b. 4. c. F. p. 883. 
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ned Authors of a calmer temper have 
conſtantly given far more ſober inter- 
pretations of this ſo unwary and incon- 
ſiderate a flonriſh. But whether this 
expreſſion of Trajan were only the 
ſtretch and effort of a complaiſant hu- 
mour ; or no more than a figure to dreſs 
up his confidence of that Perſon's inte- 
grity to whom it was applied : Or whe- 
ther (what's indeed the moſt plauſible 
Salvo, yet argues a flight of generoſity 
beyond diſcretion) it was a declaration 
of his fixt Reſolves to govern well. We 
arc ſure if it be interpreted for a Serious 
inſtruction, for any pratticable advice, 
nothing could more proclaim the unad- 
viſedneſs of that Prince, becauſe nothing 
more evacuates all the ties of Allegiance, 
For if Subjects muſt in truth no longer 
ſubmit, than they confeſs themſelves un- 
oppreſt and honeſtly dealt with: But as 
ſoon as a little teaſed with any imagina- 
ry wrong (for they themſelves are to be 
jole judges, or the principle has no con- 
ſequence) may fly in the face of that 
Authority, which gives them the afront, 
and depole that power which they ſuſpect 
Will be too hard for them, is fo rank a 
Tenet, that Treaſon, Tumult, Anarchy, 
Contulion, and all the licentious miſ- 

chief 
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« chiefs of Earth and Hell would be its 


c 
C 


damning inference : + The Prince be- 
ing cruſhd into the moſt helpleſs of 
flaves, and every pecviſh Incendiary 
preferred his Supreamer Lord. It hur- 
ries on fo violently to Seditions and Re- 
bellion, that did the Romans believe 
they might do what this direction to the 
Captain implied, and yet permit the 
Emperour, who. authoriſed them with 
that privilege, to paſs his one and twen- 
ty years Reign without any mutiny or 
inſurrection: I fay, did the Romans 
ſuppoſe it to be ſerious advice, and yet 
never pervert it to the prejudice of him, 
who beſtowed it, nothing lets can be 
inferred than (what is not handſome to 
own) that the Loyalty of Heathens ſur— 
mounts that of the preciſeſt Chriſtians, 
ſince the one could be ſteadily obedient 
where they had in a manner leave to 
reſiſt: And yet the other be ſo apt to 
to rebel, where they have all the re- 
ſtrictions of Nature, Religion, and Na- 
tional Laws to ſubmit and be quiet. 


— — 


— — — — _ —_ 


T However the paſſive Doctrines may have 


formerly been enforc'd on our Conſciences, how 
happy are we now to enjoy fo much better Guides, 
who ſcruple not to Commiſlion us to uſe that 
Sword againſt Trajan which we have entruſted 
him with, if he is not a Miniſter for g0074. 
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© Nay, had this ſoothing Prince deli- 
vered it as a licenſe to have himſelf 
chaſtiſed, yet by the frankeſt conceſſion 
he could nor have authoriſed the Cap- 
tain's revolt. For it is even beyond the 
Prerogative of Supream Powers to Legi- 
timate Reſiſtance, or endow their Sub- 
jects with a Charter to rebel. How- 
ever valid unextorted Reſignations and 
voluntary aſſents to depoſition may be, 
yer *tis certain no Sovereign Authority, 
while ſo continuing, can diſpence any 
liberty for diſobedience, or abſolve from 
the crime of Treaſon, any more than 
my ſaying to another, I' give you leave 
to kill me, would in Juſtice acquit him 
from the guilt of Murther. 

© So that whatever acceptation it will 
bear, there is nothing more illogical, im- 
pertinent, or abſurd than to alledge it 
as an authentick plea for Subjects by 
force to amend the ſuſpected irregulari- 
ties of their Governours: Yet to this 
uſe have a great many late Demagogues 
moſt pertly applied it in challenge and 
defiance to all the evident reſtrictions of 
Nature's and Religion's Laws. Some 
from hence inferring a right of Reſiſtance 
as a property of each the moſt inferiour 
member of Societies: Others by a mo- 
deſter (though no leſs miſchievous) re- 
88 | trench 


( 21) 
trench confining it to the ſubordinate 
* Magiltrates, whoſe Office is pretended 
* to umpower dent for a defence of the 
6 peoples liberties, though in expreſs op- 

* polirioa to that Superiour, who depu- 
© ted them. 

* Aﬀter all, the moſt natural deduQion, 
£ which I conceive this paſſage capable of, 
* is this, that ſuzh ſlaſhes of good nature 
in a Prince may be ol very hurtful con- 
* {equence, they proſtitute his honour, Ali- 
© enate his Autho: iv, and make all the 
+ rabble an execrable High Court of Ju- 
« (tice. Hence I wondered at always and 
condemned the inconſiderateneſs of thoſe 
Authors, who, though they would in- 
© terpret it to no diſloyal tendence, yet 
© have winked at the conlequence they are 
« preſumed to deteit, and have only ex- 
* tolled this ſay ing for the noble ſ ally of a 
© reſolute, undaunted, and Heroick Soul. 
© Whereas 'tis at the beſt but an unw ary 
* vapour, an indigeſted flant of popufari— 
« ty, to the queſt whereof this Prince was 
* too abundantly addicted, as is farther 
+ con{picuous in feveral other of his de- 
* meangurs remarked in the following lin- 
« rangue : Particularly in the I. /I. Sect. 
© where Pliny ſeems to intimate that Tu- 
jan had ſubmitted himſelf to Govern up- 
on the ſtrange and unhcard-Of- terms of 
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the Prince being not above the Laws, but 
the Laws above the Prince : Which de- 
ſtroys the prime and fundamental Pre- 
rogative of Princes, their being unac- 
countable to any but God, and was the 
very Principle our late Regicides pro- 
ceeded on. It is true, if that ſpecious 
Maxim be meant only of the pre-emi- 
nence of the Laws in a bare directive 


and regulative power, it is what ſober 


Men have always owned, and wiſe 
Princes have as duly practiſed ; but if it 
muſt be underſtood (as the occaſion and 
coherence in Pliny intimate) of a coer- 
cive, and vindicative power to be exer- 
ciſed on Supream Governours, ; when- 
ever their Subjects ſhall adjudge them 
guilty of the breach of thoſe Laws, 
which they he vbliged themſelves by 
Oath to obſer : It debaſes the Prince 
beneath t vileſt Malefactors, and ex- 
ſes his Verſon to the worſt of Butche- 
ries : For though it proclaims not an im- 
punity to a private Aſſaſſinate, yet it 
aſcertains the Murther, and enhances 
the ignominy, by juſtifying a formal 
execution. 
© Theſe ſtrictures upon the uncautious, 
humour of Trajan, I have thought fit 
to premiſe from an hearty averſneſs to 


* whatever plauſible pretences may inſti- 
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gate to Sedition. Such little improvi- 
dent deliveries are as poiſonous as the 
rankeſt of downright poſitions, nay, 
they be more fatal, becauſe fricked up 
in a more ſpecious guiſe, where the ve- 
nom, in being leſs diſcerned is the more 
palatably imbibed, and ſpreads its in- 
fection with the greater defiance to Art 
and Antidote. So that if this cenſure 
obviate all farther contagion, it is what 
my honeſt endeavours ſincerely aim at, 
and what my prayers ſhall never be 
wanting to promote. 

Let after this reflect ion on the eaſineſs 
and indecent compliances of Taj I 
muſt doe him ſo much jultice as to con- 
feſs, that he was judicious enough to 
foreſee the miſchiets of his hanging on 
the peoples courteſie; and therefore 
whenever any impendent danger threat- 
ned, he vindicated his dignity from all 
encroachments, and ſharply quelled all 
the aſſaults of faction, as is evident in 
ſeveral occurrences of his Reign, more 
eminently in his exemplary juſtice on 
thoſe Rebels, who diſturbed his Prede- 
ceſſours Peace, Caſperius and his Preto- 
rians, who proteſted againſt Nerva's 
pardon of Domitiau's Murtherers, and 


© Covenantcd to bring them all to a con- 


* 


dign puniſhment : Yet without any in- 
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jury to the Perſon of their Prince; but 
tor all this winning and pious pretext, 
Trajan tends for them, and amidſt their 
hopes of excule and preterment, executes 
the Leader and priacipal followers : To 
which juſt vengeance the happineſs of his 
remaing years is more to be attributed 
than to any Clemency or ſparing In- 
aulgence. | 

* And now I ask the Reader no other 
mercy, but that when he has run 
through rhis Character of a Raman 
'mperour, he would bleſs the Divine 
Frovidence for living under the protecti- 
On of a more G&xaciovs Moxarcn, 
who Wants, nothing but the united 
Allegiance of his Subjects to make 
him Happier than eAzguſtus, ſince 
Heaven's and his own Goodneſs have 
already made him even Better than 
1rajan. | 

'to this fawning Pretace, as another 


Specimen of Dr. Kennet's Loyalty, it is 
thought proper to add the following Ballad, 
now very Scarce, having been deſtroyed 
by the Author's admirers, that it might 
never rite in judgment againſt him, and 
lately ſent from Oxford by an old Acquain- 
tance, who loved him once, when he was 


Juſt ro his own Conſcience, and to the 
World. 
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To M. E. L. on his Ma jeſties 
(K. CHARLES II.) Diflol- 


ving the late Parliament at 


Oxford March 28. 168 1. 


By WlrR KENNET, a Battler of St. Ed. 
mund's-Hall in Oxford, now Dean of 
Peterborough. Writ when he was an 
Under-Graduate of three years ſtanding, 


—— — — 7 


XN Atheiſt now muſt a Monſter be, 
Of ka ſtrange Gigantick Birth : 
His Omnipotence does let all Men ſee, 
That our King's a God on Earth. 


| 


Fiat, fays he, by Proclamation, 

| 5 8 

And the Parliament is Created: 

He repents his work, the Diſſolution 
Makes all Annihilated. 


We Scholars were expell'd a while, 
To let the Senators in, | 

But they behaved themſelves, as... . 

So we return agen: 


And wonder to ſee our Geometry-School, 
All round about be-ſeated, oben. 
8: Though 


any Perſon. = 
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Though there's no need of an Euclid's Rule, 


To demonſtrate em all defeated. 


TheCommonstheir voting Problems would 
In Riddles ſo involve, 
That what the Peers ſcarce underſtood, 


Fhe King was forced to ſolve. 


The Commons for a good Omen choſe 
An old conſulting Station : 

Bring lad to diſpoſſeſs their Foes 

Oth Houle of Conveation. 


So Statefmen like poor Scholars he, 
Nr Ir the ow Place * 

They we know, for a great Degree 
Bur the King deny'd their Grace. 


Though fure he muſt his Reaſon give 
a_ * * of ſome Crit 4 

Or e courſe they have Reprieve, 
For this i the Third tine: + © 


It was becauſe they did begin, 


With infolent behaviour: 
And who ſhonld expiate their Sin, 
The King himſelf's no Saviour. 


a. a. 4. a6. 2 a6. 4 


ie in the Statutes, uulgo, the Pigg- 
arket. 8 7M 

An alluſion to the Univerſity Cyſtom of giving 
Reaſon after the third denial of a Degree to 
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Their faults grew toa bilk fo high 
As Mercy did foreſtall : 
So Charter forfeited thereby, 
They muſt like dam fall. 


It is reſolved the Dxke ſhall fail, 
A Scepter to inherit: 

Nor Right nor Deſert ſhall prevail, 
"Tis Popiſh to plead Merit. 


Let the Mg reſpect the Dake his Brother, 
And keep affection ſtill 

As duly to the Church his Mother : 
In both they croſs his will 


They would Diſſenters harmleſs ſave 
And Penalties repeal : 
As if they'd humour Thieves, who crave 
A Liberty to ſteal. : 


Thus he that does a Pardon lack 
For Treaſon doom'd to dye, 


They'd tempt, poor man, || to fave his neck, 


By adding Perjury. 


The Nobles threw th? lmpeachment out, 
Becauſe, no doubt, they faw, 

"Twas beſt to bring his Cauſe about, 
But nat to th Commons Law. 
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Though there's no need of an Euclid's Rule, 
To demonſtrate em all defeated. 


TheCommonstheir voting Problems would 
In Riddles ſo involve, 
Fhat what the Peers ſcarce underftood, 


Fhe King was forced to ſolve. 


The Commons for a good Omen choſe 
An old conſulting Station : 

Bein glad to diſpoſſeſs their Foes 
Oth' Houſe of Corvacation. 
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So Statefmen hke poor Scholars be, 
ON ne oy ow Place * eg 
They we know, for a great Degree 
Bur the King deny d their Grace. | 


Though ſure he muſt his Reaſon give, 


an cy ow of ſome Crime : 
Or e courſe they't haye Reprieve, 
For ths 8 the Third tine: + © 


Ir was becauſe they did begin, 
With infolent behaviour: 

And who ſhonld expiate their Sin, 

The King himſelf's no Saviour. 
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Their faults grew toa bilk fo high 
As Mercy did foreſtall : 
So Charter forfeited thereby, 
They muſt like dam fall. 


It is reſolved the Dxke ſhall fail, 
A Scepter to inherit: 

Nor Right nor Deſert ſhall prevail, 
"Tis Popiſh to plead Merit. 


Let the Xing reſpect the Dake his Brother, 
And keep affection {ill 

As duly to the Church his Mother: 
In both they?*ll croſs his will 


They would Diſſenters harmleſs fave 
And Penalties repeal : 

As if they'd humour Thieves, who crave 
A Liberty to ſteal. 


Thus he that does a Pardon lack 
For Treaſon doom'd to dye, 


They'd tempt, poor man, || to fave his neck, 


By adding Perjury. 


The Nobles threw th* Impeachment out, 
Becauſe, no douht, they faw, 

"Twas beſt to bring his Cauſe about, 
But nat to tht Commons Law. 
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i Bur hence? 'twas plaguily ſuſpetted, | SUP > 


Nay, *tis reſolved by Vote, 


That the Lordsare 9 15 afffted 68 
And Stiflers of the Plot. 


The Commons Courage can't endure 
To be affronted thus: 5 b 

So for the future to be ſu re, 
They'll be the en Ei 


But by ſuch Fer*riſh{Malady; e. 
Their Strength {0 ſoon, Was fonts 

That Punning Wits no doubt will ery, 
OY weeked Parliament. ' 
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